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Don Koenig is 60 and lives independently, but
he still relies on his mother to help him.
She’s taped a sign on the back of the front

door of his tidy home in Dellwood that says “No
Work.” It’s written in red ink, and the words are
underlined several times.
For 26 years, Koenig was a part-

time custodian at Lemasters El-
ementary School down the hill
from his home, but he lost his
job a year ago because of some
changes in the district.
He has trouble remembering

that. Sometimes he shows up for

his lunch shift at the school anyway, and the of-
fice has to call his mom to take him home.

“The problem is that Don thinks he goes to
work from 11 to 1, so I am still working with him
on that,” said his mother, Nancy Koenig, 85. “I
guess I need to get a bigger sign.”
Like many survivors of traumatic brain injury,

short-termmemory loss is a big problem for Don
Koenig. But it’s just one of the results of a bad
choice he mademore than three decades ago
when he rode his motorcycle without a helmet.
I met with the Koenigs last week as they and

Maureen Cunningham of the Brain Injury Associ-
ation of Missouri geared up for a fight over a state
bill — one that would allowmotorcyclists who
are at least 21 to ride without helmets onmost of
the state’s roads and highways. Supporters says
helmets limit their enjoyment of the ride.

“That would be asking for big-time trou-
ble,” Don Koenig told me.
He’s right. Helmet use decreasesmotor-

cycle fatalities by 37 percent and serious
injuries such as Koenig’s by 67 percent,
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Head injury, not
helmet, now limits
family’s freedom

Luciana Bowens is a profile in duality. Solidly
built, the 5-foot-9 single mother strikes an impos-
ing figure, especially as she tools around on her
sleek, royal blue motorcycle.
Yet, Bowens, 33, speaks with a gentle voice.

Her shy laughter incorporates her whole
body — her eyes squint, her right hand
quickly covers her mouth, while her
shoulders bob up and down uncon-
trollably.
Bowens’ demeanor changes, how-

ever, when she talks about neglected
or abused children.
“I’m shy in my personal life, but

when it comes to advocating for children ... I’m
a lion.”
For the past eight years, Bowens has served as

a volunteer advocate for the nonprofit Voices for
Children. The local agency provides legal coun-
sel and serves children in foster care. Late last
year, she was named the “Volunteer of the Year”
by Missouri Court Appointed Special Advocates.
It takes a certain kind of tough benevolence

to serve as a child advocate. Even on its website
(www.voicesforchildrenstl.org), the agency warns
that the job isn’t for everyone. Juvenile Court
judges in St. Louis city assign advocates difficult
cases. With more than 2,000 children in the fos-
ter care system, these overloaded judges need ad-
vocates to help them understand the intricacies

of each child’s circumstance.
Advocates have to meet everyone in-

volved in a child’s life — foster parents,
relatives, teachers, therapists, doctors.
Judges use advocates’ recommendations
when deciding where a child will live, if
parents will be granted visitation rights or
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Childrens advocate
turns tough gig into
labor of love, hope

Bevoworkershadhints
Employeepaychecksbounced; inventorieswerekept low.

ByMatthew Hathaway
and Jeremy Kohler
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

ST. LOUIS • Clues abounded for
months that the Bevo Mill was
failing as a restaurant, former
employees say.
Even before Anheuser-Busch

donatedthelandmarkbuildingto
St. Louis this year, the operators
of the historic restaurant were
paying employees late or asking
them to hold off on cashing their

checks. Paychecks bounced so
often that some stores started
refusing to cash them.
Inventory at the restaurant

was kept low. Employees some-
times had to leave in the middle
of a shift to shop for ingredients
to sustain the kitchen for a few
hours.
The restaurant didn’t seem to

be busy enough to support its
staff of roughly 40, they said.
“We’d see the money coming

in and say, ‘It’s just not there,’”

said Katie Buechel, a server who
was recently promoted to ban-
quet manager, referring to the
amount of the restaurant’s re-
ceipts.
But the restaurant’s operators

continued to accept deposits for
banquets and wedding recep-
tions, using that cash right away
to pay bills, said Lindsey Friese,
a server.
“Just lastFridayawomancame

Countywill
continue
workingon
alternatives
forproperty
Officials unhappy
withdeveloper’s
auctionplan.

By Paul Hampel
and Denise Hollinshed
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

The last major shopping center
in northeast St. Louis County
took another blow last week.
Jamestown Mall, already

staggered by the closing of two
of its four anchor stores — Dil-
lard’s, in 2006, and Sears, in
January — lost St. Louis Coun-
ty’s support for a proposed re-
development that would have
included $40.3 million in tax
abatement.
Although the decision was

definitely a negative, county of-
ficials say they are not aban-
doning the 36-year-old facility.
In July, the center’s owner,

New York-based Carlyle De-
velopment Group, submitted
plans to the county to trans-
form the mall in four stages.
The first stage was to convert
215,000 square feet of space
formerly occupied by Dillard’s
into offices.
Carlyle had proposed spend-

ing $120 million on the project.
The county pulled its sup-

port when it recently learned
that Carlyle was preparing to
auction off the old Dillard’s
space on April 8.
“Dillard’s is the primary fo-

cus of their redevelopment and
it’s going to be auctioned?” said

Passing time in her room at the Salvation Army’s Family Haven shelter in Overland, Calandra Mitchell holds her youngest children, Ariel and Clayton
Mitchell, one evening earlier this month. Calandra Mitchell has lived with her five children at the shelter for four months as she searches for a job and
permanent housing. Photos by Robert Cohen | Post-Dispatch

Dominique Jackson, 16, introduces his 9-month-old brother, Clayton
Mitchell, to his bass guitar recently at the Salvation Army’s Family Haven
shelter in Overland. Dominique, who is in high school, works weekends as
a server at Windows on Washington while his mother, Calandra Mitchell,
searches for a job and permanent housing.

‘We want to decrease the amount of disruption to the students’ lives.’

By Jessica Bock
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

It doesn’t matter to Dominique Jackson that he
doesn’t have a lot of privacy getting ready for school
each morning in a shared bathroom. Or that he
misses being able to watch wrestling on TV, and
sleeps in a dorm-size room with three brothers, a
little sister and his mom.
“It’s shelter,” said Dominique, 16. “I’d rather be

here than on the streets.”
State education officials consider thousands of

students homeless each year, whether they are liv-
ing in a shelter like Dominique’s family, staying with
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Jamestown: Opened in 1973

River Roads: Closed in 1995

Northland: Torn down in 2006,
rebuilt as a strip mall

St. Louis Mills: Opened in 2003
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Share STLtoday.mycapture.com See more photos of the student and his family who are making a shelter their home.

Homeless childrenrely
onschools, shelters
Asmore
families

exhaust their
housing
options,

districts offer
students

stability in
stressful

times.

Patricia Sparks and her husband, Cameron Sparks, had a
courthouse wedding Dec. 5 and were planning to renew their
vows at Bevo Mill on Saturday. Dawn Majors | Post-Dispatch

GETTING HELP
Numbers to call if you’ve paid a
deposit for an upcoming event
at Bevo Mill:
• TheBetter BusinessBureau
of Eastern Missouri and Southern
Illinois: 314-645-3300
• TheMissouri Attorney
General’sOffice, consumer
protection division: 800-392-8222
• TheSt. LouisDevelopment
Corp., real estate office: 314-259-
3450
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ILLINOIS
BELLEVILLE

Sappington Cellular
Carlyle Ave. 618-257-2322
Bellevue Park Plaza 618-233-2322

The Cellular Connection 618-277-6452
BETHALTO Communication Concepts 618-377-4760
CAHOKIAQuality Page 618-875-2998
CARLYLE The Cellular Connection 618-594-4000
COLLINSVILLE Communication Concepts 618-344-7930
COLUMBIA Sappington Cellular 618-281-4322
EDWARDSVILLE Communication Concepts 618-692-6025
FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS STL Wireless 618-622-1210
FREEBURG Bening Communications 618-539-2100
GODFREY Communication Concepts 618-467-2779
GRANITE CITY The Cellular Connection 618-876-5970
HIGHLAND Sappington Cellular 618-654-8949
RED BUD Bening Communications 618-282-2000
SHILOH The Cellular Connection 618-624-1477
TRENTON Sappington Cellular 618-224-9711
TROY A&W Communications 636-528-3800

Sappington Cellular 618-667-6634

WATERLOO Bening Communications 618-939-6333
WOOD RIVER Communication Concepts 618-259-4760
MISSOURI
ARNOLD JCS Tel-link 636-287-9996

The Cellular Connection 636-287-1155
BALLWIN STL Wireless 636-779-8000
CHESTERFIELD VALLEY STL Wireless 636-730-3139
EUREKA Cellular Solutions 636-587-7600
FESTUS Bening Communications 636-937-2246
LAKE ST. LOUIS The Cellular Connection 636-625-0804
OAKVILLE Bening Communications 314-894-4443
SOUTH CITY Liberty Paging 314-772-7557
SOUTH COUNTY MALL STL Wireless 314-892-2360
ST. PETERS The Cellular Connection 636-397-0330
WARRENTON The Cellular Connection 636-456-6050
WASHINGTON The Cellular Connection - Easy Care 636-239-3899

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES AUTHORIZED RETAILERS Equipment prices, models & return policy vary by location. Authorized Retailers may impose additional equip-
ment related charges, including cancellation fees.

ILLINOIS
COLLINSVILLE 1108 Collinsville Crossing Blvd. 618-343-1344
EDWARDSVILLE 6695 Edwardsville Crossing 618-656-4444
FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS 5949 N. Illinois St. 618-257-9848

St. Clair Square Mall 618-632-0321
MISSOURI
BALLWIN 14169 Manchester Rd. 636-227-4400
BRENTWOOD
NEW! 8420 Eager Rd. 314-962-3866
CREVE COEUR 11493 Olive St. 314-993-4300
FENTON 160A Gravois Bluffs Circle 636-326-6700
FLORISSANT 11254 W. Florissant Ave. 314-831-7666
JENNINGS 8005 W. Florissant Ave. 314-381-5844
KIRKWOOD 1048 S. Kirkwood Rd. 314-965-6200
O’FALLON
NEW! 1318 Highway K 636-272-4830
RICHMOND HEIGHTS 1120 S. Brentwood Blvd. 314-863-4440
SOUTHTOWN 4647 Chippewa St. 314-773-3544
ST. LOUIS
NEW! 4008 Lemay Ferry Rd. 314-487-8088
ST. PETERS 3971 Veteran’s Memorial Pkwy. 636-577-7365,

Mid Rivers Mall 636-397-3408
WENTZVILLE 1859 Wentzville Pkwy. 636-327-4788

MATRÍCULA CONSULAR CONSULAR ID CARD

BUSINESS CUSTOMERS
1-800-VZW-4BIZ

*OurSurcharges (incl. Fed.Univ. Svc. of9.5%of interstate& int’l telecomcharges (variesquarterly), 7¢Regulatory&85¢Administrative/line/mo.&othersbyarea) arenot taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); gov’t taxes&our surcharges couldadd9%–33%to
yourbill. Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for secondary Family SharePlan linesw/2-yr. Agmts).
IMPORTANTCONSUMERINFORMATION:Subject toCust. Agmt, CallingPlan, rebate form&credit approval.Up to$175early termination fee/line, up to40¢/minafter allowance&add’l charges apply fordata sentor received. Friends&Family:Onlydomestic landlineorwirelessnumbers
(other thandirectory assistance, 900numbers or customer’s ownwireless or VoiceMail access numbers) included; all eligible lines onanaccount share the sameFriends&Family numbers, up to account’s eligibility limits; set up&manageonMyVerizon. Offers& coverage, varyingby svc.,
not available everywhere. Network details & coveragemaps at vzw.com. Limited-time offers.While supplies last. Rebate debit card takes up to 6wks&exp. in 12mos.©2009VerizonWireless. EIGT

Plus, get unlimited talk with America’s Largest
Mobile toMobile Calling Family. Over 80million strong.

Choose any numbers on any network. Even landlines.

Choose10
Get the best value in wireless.

numbers to share on any Nationwide Family
SharePlan® with 1400 AnytimeMinutes or more.

numbers on any Nationwide Single-Line Plan
with 900 Anytime Minutes or more.Choose 5
Activation fees, taxes & other charges apply.*

Call 1.877.2BUY.VZW Click verizonwireless.com Visit any store
Switch to America’s Largest andMost ReliableWireless Network.

Unlimited calling to any10 numbers. Anywhere in America. Anytime.

$169.99 2-yr. price–$70mail-in rebate
debit card.With new2-yr. activation on
voice planwith email feature, or email plan.

Samsung Omnia™

$9999Now
only

$79.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in
rebate debit card.With new
2-yr. activation.

Samsung Sway™

$2999Now
only

Samsung Alias™

$99.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in
rebate debit card.With new
2-yr. activation.

Now
only

$4999
100% amazing.
50% off!
Our best Samsung phones.

Hurry, sale ends Saturday!

Already a customer?
Visit vzw.com/myverizon to manage
your account online and set up your
Friends & Family numbers today.

Mobile toMobile Calling Family. Over 80million str

A
Vi
yo
Friends & FamilyFr
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what therapy and educational
assistance a child may receive.

Most folks aren’t equipped
to deal with children who have
experienced horrendous types
of abuse and neglect. It’s hard to
distinguish between acts of in-
solence and subtle cries for help.
Bowens, who describes her-

self as a “volunteer junkie,” has
lived a life that has suited her for
the challenge.
Before her parents, Gay Eason

and Navy officer Raymond Bow-
ens, were divorced in 1983, Luci-
ana and her older sister moved
from one Naval base to another.
They attended at least 10 differ-
ent schools. That “out of place”
feeling that many children from
broken homes grapple with is
familiar territory for Bowens.

There was no laughter in her
voice when she described how
she was sexually molested at
a young age. Bowens kept the
incident from her parents until
adulthood. Later, at 19, she be-
came pregnant. Bowens and the
baby’s father, a military man,
never married.
“I was blessed. I was some-

what grounded and got through
it,” she told me. “But I know
how easy it is for girls, espe-
cially those who have been sex-
ually abused, to have emotional
problems and wind up pregnant.
It’s so easy to become stressed
and overwhelmed and find
yourself trapped in a downward
spiral.”
One of Bowens’ first volunteer

efforts was spurred by tragedy.
Her daughter’s father suffered
from leukemia and passed away
in 1998.

The incident motivated Bow-
ens to donate bone marrow.
The act was validated when she
learned that a man the same age
as her daughter’s father received
the marrow.
Bowens came to St. Louis in

1999 fromWashington state to
be with her mother, a native St.
Louisan. Her mother was under-
going brain surgery at the time.
Two years later, Bowens

trained to become a Voices for
Children advocate. She thought
it would be a good way to work
with kids and do meaningful
volunteer work.
Bowens has had several “cli-

ents” over the years and now
represents nine kids.
The University City resident

balances the needs of her two
children (ages 14 and 10), her job
as an accounts processor with
the Metropolitan Sewer District

and the demands of her case
load.
“Luciana is an outstanding

volunteer, not only because of
her dedication but her ability to
relate to teenagers,” Laura No-
elle Ragan, a spokeswoman for
Voices for Children, wrote when
she contacted me about Bowens.

It’s not easy, Bowens con-
fessed. Building trust is key.
She’s used to youngsters who
“act out, curse you out and try
to push you away.”
Sometimes, it’s a test of wills.
“It’s like they’re saying; ‘Let

me show you my worst side
first, just to see if you’ll stay,’”
Bowens said.
She has stayed. She has lis-

tened. She has waited for barri-
ers to melt and to forge relation-
ships of trust.

Her story about overcoming
odds, even after becoming preg-
nant at a young age, resonates
with kids, Bowens said. “They
see that I did it and some think,
‘I can do this, too.’”
She also deals with a system

that is overloaded. Sometimes,
Bowens said with a laugh, “I
bump heads with officials.” And
supervisors have cautioned her
about becoming emotionally at-
tached to her clients.
It’s advice Bowens sometimes

ignores.
“If I see something I feel is

wrong, I’m advocating for the
child, even if it means going toe-
to-toe with a foster parent, case-
worker or anyone else involved
with that child,” she said.
Ragan with Voices for Chil-

dren sent me a long list of

Bowens’ success stories. With
one of her first cases, Bowens
helped two teenage girls who
were about to “age out” of the
foster care system successfully
transition to independent living.
In another case, Bowens discov-
ered that a foster child had been
separated from his grandmother
for years because of a casework-
er’s “personal dislike” for the
relative, Ragan wrote. Thanks to
Bowens, a judge granted guard-
ianship to the grandmother.
Of all the stories, though,

Bowens talked most about “her
failure.”
A few years ago, she rep-

resented a teenage mother
whom everyone, including the
girl’s caseworker, had aban-
doned, Bowens said. Officials
demanded that the girl and her

4-month-old daughter be cut
off from services previously
outlined by the courts. As Ragan
described it, Bowens went to
bat for the girl, arguing that she
could become a “stable and suc-
cessful parent” with help.
It didn’t turn out that way.

The teen regressed and eventu-
ally lost the court’s support.
“I felt like I couldn’t touch her

heart,” Bowens whispered. “She
just wasn’t ready.”
Despite a few setbacks, she

has no intention of quitting. “As
long as I can volunteer, help
somebody or touch a young life,
I’m happy,” Bowens said.
It’s a tough gig. But after a

while, a few troubled kids come
to trust a shy but tough motor-
cycle-riding mom as someone
who will fight on their behalf.

Advocate spreads love, hope

Legislators
decryuseof
foreign steel
inGraniteCity
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

GRANITE CITY • Two Illinois
congressmen say they’re furi-
ous that steel from India is be-
ing used to build a pipeline that
runs right past a Granite City
steel mill where more than 2,800
workers have been laid off.

“At a time when thousands of
local steelworkers are laid off,
shipping steel from India for a
project in our area is unaccept-
able and outrageous,” said Rep.
Jerry Costello, a Belleville Dem-
ocrat.
The sight of steel pipes with

a “Made in India” logo being
shipped by the plant is “a slap in
the face to the hardworking men
and women out of work from
our local steel mills and finishing
companies,” agreed Rep. John
Shimkus, R-Collinsville.

Those building the 2,148-mile
pipeline to transport Canadian
tar sands crude oil from Cal-
gary to southwestern Illinois
defended the use of steel from
India, saying the industry was a
global one.
“Steel and pipe manufactur-

ing are very competitive market-
places,” said JimPrescott, spokes-
man for the Keystone Pipeline, a
$5.2 billion joint venture between
ConocoPhillips and Calgary, Al-
berta-based TransCanada. “We
took that into consideration and
took bids from around the world,
including the U.S. These were
commitments we made more
than two years ago.”

Prescott pointed out that the
project, in its second year, has
employed and will continue
to employ thousands of union
workers and has in some areas
used pipe made in the United
States.
Costello argues the use of

foreign steel for a pipeline run-
ning near a struggling steel mill
underscores his contention that
trade laws are failing American
workers.
“We can and should make that

steel in the U.S.,” he said.
Not surprisingly, a United

Steelworkers of America official
agreed.
“As a matter of public policy,

we’ve allowed our manufactur-
ing base to slowly disappear,”
said David Dowling, the direc-
tor of the union’s District 7 Sub
district 2. “It’s a trend that must
be stopped.”
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